The rare monstrilloid copepod Monstrilla gibbosa Suárez-Morales & Palomares-García, 1995 was described from a single specimen collected in a coastal system of southern Baja California. Following its description, this species had not been recorded again. During a short-term study on the planktonic copepods of the Urías estuary in Mazatlán, Sinaloa, Paci c coast of Mexico, a female specimen of M. gibbosa was collected. Monstrilla gibbosa is easily recognized by a combination of characters, including the presence of a peculiar keel-like ventral process on the anterior part of the cephalothorax, the structure of the fth leg, details of the antennular armature, and the length of the ovigerous spines. However, the original description is incomplete according to the current, upgraded standards. This work provides a supplementary description of this species based on this second specimen. It includes additional illustrations of structures not previously described or depicted, such as the cuticular ornamentation,the complete armature of the antennule indicating all the elements, the structure of swimming legs 1-4, and intraspeci c morphological variation. Although an interesting nd, this new record of M. gibbosa represents a modest range extension in the Mexican Paci c.
INTRODUCTION
Only two species of the monstrilloid copepod genus Monstrilla have been recorded in the Mexican Paci c: M. spinosa Park, 1967 from Bahía de Todos Santos (Suárez-Morales & Vásquez-Yeomans, 1995) and M. gibbosa Suárez-Morales & Palomares-García, 1995 from Puerto Escondido, both localities near the Baja California peninsula (Suárez-Morales & Palomares-García, 1995) . During a survey of the spatial and temporal variation of the planktonic copepod community of Urías estuary, a single specimen of a species of Monstrilla was collected on December 23, 1999. Taxonomic analysis of this specimen revealed that it was assignable to Monstrilla gibbosa. This species, as many other monstrilloids (see Davis, 1947; Suárez-Morales, 1993; Suárez-Morales & Gasca, 1992) is known only by the description of the female and has been described from a single specimen (see Suárez-Morales & Palomares-García, 1995) . Furthermore, Monstrilla gibbosa has not been found after its original description. Together with this new faunistic record we present a complementary, illustrated description of this species, including details of structures not previously described or gured.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
During a short-term study (June 1998 to May 1999) surface zooplankton samples were collected monthly at a number of sampling stations along the Urías estuary. Sampling was performed during high tide only (between 7:00 and 14:00 h). A conical plankton net of 355 ¹m mesh size was used. Samples were xed with 2% formalin/seawater and preserved in 70% ethanol. Observations and drawings of whole and dissected parts of the only specimen of Monstrilla gibbosa captured were made using a Leica phase contrast compound microscope equipped with a drawing tube at magni cations of 400£ and 1000£. Dissected appendages were mounted on separate slides using glycerine as a temporary mounting medium. The specimen has been deposited in the Copepoda collection of the Instituto de Ciencias del Mar y Limnología, Mazatlán Marine Station, Mexico.
